
~*Finding Kiasta*~


Characters: 
Harmony: a fourteen year old girl who was found in the woods at the age of 10. She was then adopted by Melodies family.
Symphony: Harmonies younger sister. Her parents are not known, and neither are Harmonies. She just showed up one day, and is biologically related to harmony, although their pasts are unknown and probably different. She is seven years old and as far as we know has no past before 5 years.
Melody: an 18 year old girl who found harmony when she was 14 and Harmony was 10. Harmony and Symphony live with her now. She runs a café that she inherited from her parents and renamed the music note café. She is good at baking and is more mature than her younger “sisters”
Roxxine:  an eighteen year old girl who lives in an apartment with her brother, Nerod, and her friend Nalita. She works at an artist supply store and does art in her spare time. She is creative and is a natural leader
Nerod: a nineteen year old, he is Roxxine’s brother and lives with her and her friend Nalita. He works at a store that specializes in selling swords (some decorative, all usable). He is capable of using a sword and is very protective of his friends.
Nalita: an eighteen year old girl, she is Roxxine’s best (and only) friend. She works at a metaphysical bookstore and can often be seen reading books on ancient mythology. She Lives with Nerod and Roxxine and is more likely to believe tales of magic than her friends. She has an interest in hidden treasure



~*prologue*~




Roxxine surveyed her finished painting with a critical eye. “So, what do you think?”
 Nerod glanced over from his copy of the “Swords Specialist” magazine. “It’s not bad. What is it supposed to be again?”
She threw the paintbrush at him and informed him “it’s a bird with a flower in its mouth.”
“Oh. I knew that. Anyways, where’s Nalita gone?”
“Over here in the kitchen!”
Nalita walked through the door from the kitchen into the living room, holding a plate with some sliced apples on it. “Did someone say my name?”
“Yeah, I was wondering where you were”
“I get home from work before you do”
“yeah, but you might have been doing something else”
“like what?”
Roxxine listened as they continued their playful banter. She remembered when she first found the apartment the rent had seemed pretty cheap for the quality of the place. That time seemed a long ways away from now. They were getting by financially, but barely. The three of them shared their money and the apartment, but they were still only barely breaking even. There wasn’t much they could do though, unless they found one of those hidden treasures that Nalita was always harping on about. If they had more money they would all open up a store together that sold art, swords, and books on metaphysical topics like the ones Nalita liked. They had already planned it all out, but for now it was mostly just a daydream. Suddenly she was startled out of her reverie by Nalita’s voice. “Hey guys look at this!” Nalita was sitting on the couch looking excitedly at a book she was reading. “This is a list of all the buried treasure that is supposed to exist but has never been found! Maybe if we can find some of it we could-”
She was cut off by Nerod. I’m sorry to rain on your parade but if no one else has ever found it, what makes you think we will?”
“Would you just shut up and listen for a minute?”
“Sure. So which treasure is it that you wanted us to find?”
He rolled his eyes and waited for her reply, obviously a bit skeptical.
“Well, what about this one?”
She showed him the book and pointed. Roxxine was moving behind them to see what she was pointing at when Nerod responded. “That one is supposed to be in Africa somewhere. Don’t you think another continent is a bit too far away to go too look for a treasure we aren’t even sure exists? Isn’t there anything, oh, I don’t know, close?”
Nalita looked put down. “Well, what about this one? The lost treasure of the ancient king of-“
 She got cut off by Nerod again. “Anything that has a name that long and fancy cannot be trusted”
Nalita was getting annoyed now. “You aren’t going to like any of these are you? What about this one?”
Nerod grabbed the book. “Give me that”
He scanned the pages for a while before finally seeming to find one that satisfied him. “What about this one? It’s the only one here that is not named really fancy, is close by, and doesn’t seem to be more gold than exists in the entire world” Nalita took the book back and read the entry he had showed her. “You’re willing to go and look for this with me and Roxxine during vacation?”
Nerod shrugged. “Sure, I figure at least I get a hike out of it.”
Roxxine spoke up for the first time in a while. “Hey! When did I agree to any of this? I still don’t know what it is we’re looking for!”
The other two looked a bit guilty, and she could tell that they had forgotten she was there. “Oh... Right”. Nalita turned the book so that Roxxine could see it and read out the entry they had been talking about. “Here it is: A stone that has been rumored to be harder than diamond, and rainbow coloured.  It was supposedly found by an archeologist but was then stolen. It has not been seen since.”
“Where was it supposed to be again?”
Roxxine was still a bit skeptical of this stone, but she held her thoughts to herself, knowing that it was best to let Nalita lead them on a wild goose chase and enjoy it than stop her and listen to the complaints for a month.  Nalita looked in the booklet again for the place the stone was supposedly found. “they say here that the exact location is unknown, but that the archeologist found it in a forest off of the town Sunvaili. The least we can do is check it out, right?” She looked at them with a pleading expression in her eyes, then checked the book for one last detail. “They call it the Kiasta stone”


*~Chapter one~*
Harmony was almost done reading her book when Symphony came up to her. “Hey Harmony! Want to come berry picking with Melody and I? We’re picking some berries to make cupcakes for the café.” Harmony stretched and put her bookmark back in her book. “Sure, I’ll be right there.”
“Ok!”
Symphony ran off in the direction of the woods, calling back over her shoulder “We’ll be in the clearing with the berries! You know where I mean!”
Harmony knew. There was a clearing in the middle of the woods where berry bushes grew. Most of them were blackberry and raspberry bushes, and there were some strawberry plants there as well. Harmony put the book down and got a basket to keep the berries in, as she doubted that her sister would remember to. When she got to the clearing she found her sister picking some raspberries to eat. For some reason, even though the berries in the clearing shouldn’t all have been in season at the same time, they were. “Hello Harmony”
Melody waved to her from across the clearing. “Did you bring a basket for Symphony? She forgot one and I think she’s going to eat all the berries!”
Symphony smiled. “who, me?”
“yeah, I got a basket”
Harmony passed her sister the woven basket. “Try to put more in the basket than your mouth, ok?”
Her sister grinned. “We’ll see.”
Harmony moved over to the edge of the clearing to get some strawberries. Once their baskets were full of fruit Melody suggested they go to the café to make the cupcakes and have lunch. “The customers will be waiting anyways”
The others agreed. The café was fairly popular, and melody made most of the goods in it herself. She let Harmony and Symphony come to the café and wait at tables, so most of the people around town knew them. Harmony thought people liked the older time, friendly feel of the café. When they got there the café was pretty empty, so they had a couple of minutes before the lunch rush came in. melody led them into the kitchen in the back of the Café. There was an open space between the kitchen and the main seating area where people could watch the chefs. The café itself was painted a light blue, with the sign reading “the music note cafe” in white with a painted music note on either side of it. The interior had a light wooden floor and light green walls. The tables were made of a darker wood and had glass on the tops to keep them easier to clean. The chairs were made of the same wood as the table. Harmony followed Symphony into the kitchen and they started to gather all the ingredients for the cupcakes. “We’ll need two cups of strawberries and a cup of blackberries”
Melody told them how much of each ingredient to measure and they all started making the food.
“Can we eat some when they’re done? Or do we have to give them all to the customers?”
 Symphony asked melody. “I think we can have a couple. Would you get ¼ of a cup of juice? The mixture is too dry”
“Yay!”
Symphony measured the juice and passed it to Melody. Melody stirred the juice into the batter and tested it by stirring it some more. “I think it’s ready to go in the oven.”
They poured the batter into the cupcake tins and put them in the oven.
 “What now?”
 Symphony was getting bored now that there was nothing to do. “Can I have lunch?”
“Sure, there’s some more juice in the fridge if you want to have it”
“Okay!”
Symphony ran off to get the juice. 
Harmony watched her sister go, than asked melody, “I’m not really hungry right now, since I had some of those berries. Can I see if there’s anyone at a table? I wouldn’t mind waitressing”
“Sure” Melody replied. “Berries didn’t seem to fill your sister up at all”
“does anything?”
“You have a point”
Harmony went out to check on the tables. There were still a few minutes until lunch break, so the café was mostly empty, but there were still two tables with people at them. Harmony went over to the table with the old man. “Can I take your order?”
“Just a coffee, thanks”
“coming right up!”
Harmony went into the kitchen and poured some coffee out of the coffee machine. “sorry Melody but I’m giving your coffee to a customer!”
“Don’t worry, I made enough”
Harmony went back out into the main room and gave the man his coffee. Once done, she went to the other table. There were three people there and she didn’t recognize any of them. “Hi, can I take your orders or do you still need another few minutes?”
The man looked up from his menu. “I’m not quite ready yet”
“well, I am”
He looked over at one of the women sitting next to him. “shouldn’t we all order at the same time?”
“Why? I’m hungry and I know what I want”
He sighed. “Sure, order”
“like I need permission?”
“well, I am the one with the money, and I’m the one who’s paying for this wild goose chase”
“Ok. Thank you for the permission”
The girl turned to harmony. “Can I get a garden salad and some fries?”
“Sure. Do you know what you want yet ma’am?”
The other lady had been quiet most of the time the others were arguing. 
“No, I’ll order when he does”
“Ok”
Harmony went out back to get the first lady’s food. As she left she could hear them arguing again. When she was in the kitchen she saw Symphony leaving. “Where’s she going?”
Melody looked up from the recipe book. “She got bored, so she’s going to go play in the back yard of the restaurant. Any orders yet?”
“Yeah, a lady wants a salad and fries. I’ll make the salad, and you get the fries?”
“Sure!”
Harmony started preparing the salad. When she was done she got the fries from her sister and went out into the main room again. As she approached they stopped arguing and the lady took her salad.
“Are you guys ready to order yet?”
“Sure. Can I ask you something first though? We aren’t quite sure if we’re in the right place.”
The woman he always argued with shot him a scowl. “Nerod!” 
Harmony answered his question. “Sure, I’ll be happy to answer any questions I can.”
“are we in Sunvaili? We’re… um…”
the woman smiled at him. “What don’t you want to tell her you’re looking for treasure?”
He looked uncomfortable. “Thanks Nalita. Thanks”
“anytime!”
“Yes, you’re in Sunvaili. Where are you from?”
He ignored her question, still looking like he wanted to shoot Nalita with his eyes. “Thanks for the information. We’ve never been in this area before and wanted to double check that we were in the right place.”
“We’re looking for the Kiasta Stone”
“Shut up Nalita!”
Harmony started. “The Kiasta Stone?”
Nalita smiled at her. “Yeah, do you know anything about it?”
“The forest outside this town used to be called Kiasta”
“Can you help up find the stone?”
Harmony considered. Finding the stone might be dangerous, but not finding it would make her regret that she didn’t try. “Why do you want it?
Nerod shrugged. “Ask Nalita, it was her idea”
“Adventure and we need money.”
“I’ll help you look for it, but I want you to think twice before selling it, ok?”
Nalita looked confused. “Sure…”
“Ok then, can I take your orders?”
It was a while later, and everyone had their food, and they were all introducing themselves. The woman who hadn’t said much was Roxxine, and was Nerod’s sister. Harmony thought it odd that Nerod fought more with Nalita than Roxxine, but didn’t say anything of it. Maybe Nalita was just annoying. “So, how old are you? I don’t want to get you in trouble if you’re under 18” Nerod said, looked worried. “I don’t know exactly how old I am. I was adopted by my friend Melodies parents when we were younger. Don’t worry though, I’m not running away, and Melody knows by now that I’m capable of protecting myself on an adventure.”
Nerod still looked worried, but didn’t say anything about it. “Well then I guess it’s settled. We have a room at the hotel, so why don’t you meet us here tomorrow when the store opens and we’ll set out?” “Sure. Tomorrow it is.”

*~chapter two~*

As soon as they got back to the hotel Nerod turned to look at the others. “So, do you think we should let her go?”
Nalita glanced at him, her hazel eyes quizzical. “Why wouldn’t we?”
“Well, what if she’s trying to run away? I wouldn’t want to be helping someone get into trouble.”
“We told her she could go, are you saying you lied to her?”
He frowned. “Well, not lying exactly…”
“Well I would hardly call it telling the truth!”
Roxxine butted in. “Can we just stop arguing? There’s not much we can do about it until we meet her tomorrow anyways!”
As happened so often, the others looked surprised to see her there. Roxxine would never know why they always forgot she was there, but they did. Sometimes she would swear they had one track minds: all they thought about was arguing with each other. “Do you want to go down to the hotel pool?”
Nalita pulled her out of her reverie. “Umm…. no thanks. I think I’ll stay here and do some drawing. You and Nerod go.”
Nalita hesitated. “You sure? I packed a bathing suit for you.”
Roxxine smiled. “Of course I am, just come back before you go get supper. I’ll be fine here.”
“Ok. Come on Nerod!”
Roxxine watched as Nerod and Nalita left the room. She pulled out her art bag from under the bed and got out some sketching supplies. Humming to herself she started sketching. She tried to draw a close up of a bird sitting on a branch, but for some reason as the picture continued she found herself sketching a girl sitting in a clearing in the middle of the woods, her back against a tree. She could see it in her mind’s eye: the girl humming a tune to herself, staring out into the distance. She got the vague feeling that the girl wasn’t seeing the forest at all, but was caught up in something that she could only imagine. Suddenly Nerod’s voice pulled her back into reality. “Hey Roxxine, we’re back! Want to have supper now?”
She realized she was starving. “Yeah, sure, just let me put this away first. Did you guys have a nice swim?”
“Yup. Can I see what you did?”
He bent over to see her drawing. “Wow, this is really good!”
Roxxine looked down at the painting. She couldn’t remember colouring it, but sure enough, there was that picture of the girl sitting in the forest. Her hair was a golden brown and she looked exactly like Roxxine had imagined her. “Thanks! I don’t remember colouring it in though…”
“You don’t? Hmm. Well, come on, we’d better get going. The restaurant closes at six”
“Six? What time is it now?”
“It’s only four-forty five, but I thought it would be better to get there a while before closing”
Roxxine’s head was spinning. Four-forty five? She thought it was only two! Where had all the time gone? She looked down at the drawing that was still in her hands and she thought she might know the answer. She had never gotten so involved in her art before though. Oh well. She would figure it out later. Right now she was hungry, whether she remembered the missing hours or not. Suddenly she realized Nerod was looking at her. “Are you ok?”
She nodded. “I’m just tired”
“Are you sure you want to go to the restaurant with us? We could just pick up something at a fast food place if you want to…”
She smiled. “You worry too much. I’m not that tired. Of course I’ll come with you! I guess the picture took more out of me than I thought, that’s all”
He still looked worried, but seemed to accept the statement. “We’d better get along then; Nalita’s waiting for us outside”
“Ok”
Roxxine put the picture away, and with it the strange experience she’d had earlier. Then she followed her brother out the door to go have supper.
*~~~~~~~*

After the group of people she was talking to had left, and Harmony, Melody, and Symphony had gone back to their house for the day, Harmony went to tell Melody and Symphony that she was going on an adventure. Melody’s reaction was less than encouraging. “Again? What is it this time?”
“I’m going on a journey with some people I met in the café. They’re looking for the Kiasta Stone”
“What? Adventure? Can I come?”
Symphony came bouncing in, holding a bouquet of flowers. Harmony knew her sister was more capable of taking care of herself than it looked like she was, but she worried sometimes anyway. “Well, I don’t know… It might be dangerous”
“You know you’re underestimating me. I’m perfectly capable of taking care of myself in a fight and you know it”
As happened so often when fighting with her sister, Harmony gave in. “Ok, Ok, you can come”
“Good! So what are we looking for anyways?”
Harmony and melody looked at each other and smiled. It was just like Symphony to beg to come on an adventure she knew nothing about. “We’re looking for a treasure called the Kiasta Stone. Some people I met in the café earlier are letting us come”
“Cool! I’ll go pack”
Symphony ran off upstairs to throw her stuff into a bag. As soon as she was gone melody turned to harmony. “Are you sure you want to go? You know I worry when you go off on an adventure like this”
Harmony sighed. Melody meant well, but she made the mistake of treating her like a normal 14 year old girl. You know, one who couldn’t use a weapon, or magic. Luckily enough, Melody was usually easy to convince now that she knew Harmony could defend herself. The first few times Harmony had gone off doing something she’d had to run away, but Melody normally let her go now. Harmony thought this had something to do with the fact that she liked to know when Harmony was going to go off somewhere, rather than wake up one morning to find Harmony gone. Pulling herself back to the present day, she replied to melody’s question. “Of course I’m sure I want to go. You know by now that I can take care of myself”
“I know, but I still worry. I mean, come on, you’ve only known these people for what, three hours?”
Harmony was saved from replying by her sister coming back. “Hi Harmony, hi melody! Hey Harmony, want to spar with me?”
Harmony nodded. “Sure, just give me a minute to go get my sword”
“Ok! I’ll wait for you outside”
Harmony went upstairs to her bedroom. Flicking the light switch for her closet, she grabbed her light-sword and it’s sheath off the wall. A light-sword was like a regular sword for all intents and purposes, but it weighed a lot less. This made it easier to use in a battle. Harmony also took her double, which was a length of wood a little longer than her arm. It was strengthened by magic, and had sharp points on either end, as well as some small spikes along its length. Once she was done getting her weapons she went back downstairs and headed outside to meet her sister. “What weapon are you going to use first?” Symphony asked, her big blue eyes giving the misinterpretation that she was harmless. “I’m going to use my double. You?” 
“I’ll use my double too then. Can I use magic to fight?”
“No”
“Why not?”
Harmony sighed. She got into this argument with her sister way too often. “you know that we’re in the human world”
“So what?”
“Humans, as a general rule, know nothing of magic. What do you think would happen if they found out? They’d try to study us”
“I wouldn’t let them. Come on Harmony, your way too paranoid about this”
“Just humor me, ok?”
Symphony groaned. “Ok, but I think you just don’t want to lose, and you know that I’m better at fighting with magic than you are”
Harmony snorted. “In your dreams. Come on, let’s fight already”
“Ok. Three. Two. One. Go!”
Symphony leapt at her sister, stabbing at her with her double. Harmony stepped to the side to dodge. The battle lasted quite a while, as Harmony and Symphony were about the same strength. Eventually they agreed to a tie, and, sweating and tired, they put down their weapons and sat down to rest. The neighbors were used to seeing the sisters spar with each other by now, but Harmony always worried that one day symphony would use magic and it’d be seen. She didn’t want her or her sister to be taken away by scientists. Melody she didn’t have to worry about, as she almost never used her magic. Suddenly she heard melody calling to them from the house, asking them to come in and help her with supper. Harmony called back to tell her they’d be right in. They must have been sparring for longer than she thought if it was almost supper time. Oh well, it happened often enough. Harmony got up and followed her sister inside, wondering what the following day would bring. 
*~chapter three~*

The next morning, Harmony and Symphony went to the café along with Melody, and waited for the others. They arrived on time, and sat down at the table. Nalita smiled at everyone as she sat down. “Hello everyone!”
 She hummed quietly to herself. Roxxine followed, more quietly, and sat down as if in a trance. “Yeah. Hi”
Symphony smiled at them. “Hello!” She turned to Nalita. “Is there anything wrong with her?” She looked at Roxxine.
Nalita laughed. “No, of course there isn’t!” She said with a smile. “She’s just not a morning person, that’s all” 
“Oh. Ok. I was just worried”
Nerod sat down, looking at Symphony. “And who’s this?” He said, referring to Symphony. “I don’t recall her.” He sounded displeased. 
Symphony looked at Nalita again. “Is he not a morning person either?” She asked. 
“No, he’s always like that”
“Oh.”
“Oh, that’s Symphony” Harmony answered Nerod’s question, and gave her sister the ‘be polite’ look. “She’s my younger sister. She’s coming with us”
Nerod looked at her angrily. “She’s coming with us? She’s what, five? Isn’t that dangerous?”
Symphony glared at him. “Actually, I’m seven-and-a-half, thanks”
Nerod snorted. “Whatever”
Symphony opened her mouth to speak, but Harmony interjected. “She’s really very good at taking care of herself. She can fight and everything. I think she’ll be a help to have with us, not a hindrance.”
Nalita smiled at Symphony. “I’d love it if she’d come with us!”
She looked over at Nerod hopefully, but he still didn’t look convinced. “But what if she gets hurt? I don’t want to be held responsible for her. It’s bad enough that she’s coming. I don’t need another person to tag along!” he gestured at Harmony.
Roxxine appeared to be awake enough to talk now. “Relax Nerod, you’re being way to paranoid. What, do you think we’ll be cliff jumping or fighting demons? Relax, nothing’s going to happen.”
He sighed. He was outnumbered and he knew it. “Fine, but if she gets hurt, it’s your fault!”
“Fine by me!”
“Anyway” Symphony spoke up again. “Shouldn’t we get going now? Last night I packed some stuff we might need.
“Sure! Nalita looked eager to get going. I packed too!”
“Well, I’ll lead the way, but I need to say goodbye to Melody first”
Harmony left the table and headed to the back room. “Hey, Melody, We’re leaving now!”
Melody appeared, wearing a brown apron over her usual clothing. Harmony could tell she’d been baking, since she had flour on her hands. She went over and hugged Harmony. 
“Oh, ok. Goodbye then!” Her voice dropped. “There’s no way I can stop you then?”
“No Melody, I’m sorry. Relax, I won’t get hurt”
“I know, but I worry anyways”
“Well, don’t. I’ll see you soon!”
“Ok, bye!”
Harmony was hugged again, and then exited to the main room to meet the others. “Come on guys, this way”
She left the building and headed off in the direction of Kiasta Forest. Their adventure had begun.
*~~~~~~~*

